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Broadcast interview on alcohol industry

Instructions for radio interviewer

You are a health correspondent in a small country that runs a daily lunchtime series on current health issues and topics, mostly of a current affairs nature, rather than of a personal health nature. 
You have been contacted by a local advocacy group on alcohol who have a meeting in the parliament with a cross party group of members of parliament who are interested in better alcohol policy.  The purpose of the meeting is for the advocacy group to brief the members of parliament on the findings of a recent report on Alcohol in Europe and to discuss with the members what this means for the alcohol policy of the country and what could be done about it. 
As always, there is a particular concern with young people, and the fact that drunkenness seems to be increasing amongst young people. There is a debate going on in the country with what should be done about it. Some people call for stricter regulation of advertising, and controls to make it more difficult for young people to get more alcohol. Whereas the alcohol industry says that it already is doing a good job regulating its advertisements, and the industry says that what we need is more education in schools. 
The advocacy group invited an expert from another country to attend the meeting in the Parliament to brief them about what was going on in the other countries of Europe, and you have set up a live radio interview to interview the expert. The angle you want to take in the interview is to ask why were the alcohol industry not invited to the meeting. This should then lead on to a discussion of the role of the alcohol industry in alcohol policy and what their views are and what they stand for. In general you are on the side of the health people and not on the side of the industry but you want to push the expert to say why the meeting did not invite the industry and what is the industry actually doing to make the problem worse and what could they do to make the problem better.  

As soon as the expert arrives, you have to rush the expert into the broadcast room, because the interview is about to start, and there is no time to brief the expert. You begin the broadcast by telling the listeners that the meeting in the parliament is going on and that you are pleased that an expert has joined you from another country. Then you start with your questions to the expert. 

You have 10 minutes for the interview. There is a listener who will bring the expert to you , and indicate to you when 9 minutes is up by putting up 9 fingers, and will then give you a signal when 10 minutes is complete. 


