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Alternatives to Working in Coalition

Source: Advocacy Center at ISC. http://www.advocacy.org/

If we are wary of working in a coalition and don't have a compelling reason to do so, then it probably isn't worth the investment of time, energy, and other resources at this time. However, we do have alternatives:
· Continue building and maintaining new relationships, on both the individual and organizational level.
· Continue sharing information through networks.
· If no one else is ready to work on the issue, get started anyway and keep others informed about we work.
· Collaborate with each other in less intense ways. For example, work together on a single event or short-term campaign. Or develop parallel organizations that work separately toward the same goals. This may be an effective way to bridge large differences between organizations, such as the power differential between smaller and larger organizations, or organizations from the global South and global North. 

Such alternatives can help organizations develop trusting and respectful relationships, and the potential for future action together.

