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What are the drink drive limits in the UK? 

Source: www.gov.uk | The drink drive limit; RAC Foundation / PACTS (2015) 'Saving Lives by Lowering the Legal Drink-Drive Limit'

In 2016, Northern Ireland legislated for a
50 mg / 100 ml limit, but it is yet to be
enacted.

Scotland

EnglandWales

Northern
Ireland

Moved to a 50 mg / 100 ml limit in December 2014.

The drink drive limit in England and
Wales is 80 milligrammes per 100
millilitres (mg) of blood, set by the UK's
first Road Safety Act 1967.
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Source: European Transport Safety Council | Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) Drink Driving Limits across Europe

Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia

Estonia, Norway, Poland, Sweden

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg,
Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland

UK*

What are the drink drive limits
in Europe?
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blood / alcohol concentration * England and Wales 80 mg/ml; Scotland is 50 mg/ml since December 2014; 
   Northern Ireland has legislated for a 50mg/ml limit (to be enacted)



What are the penalties for drink-driving 
in England and Wales?

Source: www.gov.uk | Penalty points (endorsements), https://www.drinkdriving.org/ * From date of conviction  ** From date of conviction or offence



How many people get convicted
for drink-driving? 

Source: The Ministry of Justice | Criminal Justice System statistics quarterly December 2020, Criminal Proceedings in Scotland Statistical Bulletin tables 2019-20, 
Police Service for Northern Ireland | Motoring Offences 2020 Report

Drink drive
convictions in

2019-20

2 9 8 1 6 3 3 8 5 2 9 4 1

Scotland Northern IrelandEngland and Wales

Drink drive
convictions in 2020

Drink (or drug)
driving offences

referred for
prosecution 2020

Down by 19% from 2019 Down by 5% from 2018-19 Down by 2% from 2019



How many drink drive accidents and
casualties occur on Britain's roads?

Source: Source: Department for Transport | Reported road casualties in Great Britain: Estimates for accidents involving illegal alcohol levels: 2019



How have drink drive casualties 
changed over time?

Source: Department for Transport | Reported drinking and driving | 2019 data from 2021 report
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Transport Act introduces 
evidential breath testing 

High Risk Offender
Scheme introduced

Road Traffic Act 
consolidates drink 

driving laws

New criminal offence introduced: 
'Causing death by driving while under

the influence of alcohol or drugs'

Drink driving rehabilitation 
courses adopted nationwide

Maximum sentence 
for serious drink driving 
offences set at 14 years

Evidential roadside
breath testing
becomes law

Scotland reduces
drink drive limit



Which road users
are most likely
to suffer injury

from drink-
driving

accidents?
Car occupants

83.5%

Other
6%

Motor-cyclists
5.3%

Pedestrians
4.2%

Source: Department for Transport, ‘Reported drinking and driving | 2019 data from 2021 report

Cyclists
1%



What proportion of road accident
fatalities are caused by drink-driving?

Source: Department for Transport | Reported drinking and driving (RAS51001, RAS51003), 2019 data, from 2021 report

In 1979, more than a quarter of road
accident fatalities occurred as a result

of drink-driving.
Since 2010, drink-driving has accounted

for 12–14% of all GB road deaths, the
lowest proportion on record.



79.5%



20.5%

Over time, the proportion
of road accident fatalities
caused by drink driving

has halved.



88.4%



11.6%

240 drink
drive fatalities

1,752 road accident
fatalities in GB

1,640 drink
drive fatalities

6,362 road accident
fatalities in GB



How many drink drive fatalities
involve drivers over the limit?

Source: Department for Transport | Reported drinking and driving (RAS51007), 2019 data, from 2021 report

Three out of every ten (28%) killed drivers / riders
had alcohol present in their bloodstream in 2019.
Of those, 10% were until the limit and 18% were
over it.

In England and Wales

Two out of every ten (20%) killed drivers / riders
had alcohol present in their bloodstream in 2019.
11% were over the limit.

In Scotland



How much do drink drive
casualties cost?

* 2014: This figure was calculated by multiplying estimated fatal, serious and slight drink drive accidents by the average valuation of the cost of each type of accident, based largely on
willingness to pay studies and surveys (eg of emergency service providers, insurance companies).

£754m
The estimated cost of 

drink drive accidents with
casualties across the UK,

where the driver was found
to be above the 80mg limit



How many Brits witness the effects of 
excessive drinking on flights?

Source: YouGov. Total sample size was 2016 adults, of which 1,792 have travelled by air. Fieldwork was undertaken between 13th - 16th July 2018. The survey was carried out online. The
figures have been weighted and are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+). From the Institute of Alcohol Studies and Eurocare 'FIT TO FLY: Summary Report of the Policy Debate on Alcohol
and Air Travel'

The proportion of adults who
have encountered drunken
passengers during a flight

60%


